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GOD AND MAN

by Ike T. Sidebottom

§ N Y e shall begin where

the Word begins.
“In the beginning God cre-
ated the heaven and the
earth” (Genesis 1:1). This
is the first known truth
concerning Him. Before He
began to create, He was
there. The inspired record
is simply this: “In the be-
ginning God.” We have no
record of either how He
came to be, or when He
came into existence. God,
in revealing Himself to
man, leaves us with only
one possible scriptural con-
clusion as to His origin;
and that is, that He has al-

ways been. He is the uncre-
ated, self-existing One.

The inspired record
concerning the origin and
being of man is an entirely
different one. He originated
in the mind of God, and
was made, or formed, by
the hand of God. He is one
of God’s creatures. Indeed,
he is the very highest of
God’s creatures because he
was made in the image and
likeness of the Creator
Himself. The record is
found in Genesis chapter 1,
verses 26-27 along with
chapter 2, verses 7 and 21-
22.

“And God said, Let Us
make man in Our image,
after Our likeness: and
let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the
air and over the cattle,
and over all the earth
and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon
the earth. So God cre-
ated man in His own
image, in the image of
God created He him;
male and female created
He them. ... And the
LORD God formed man
of the dust of the
ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man
became a living soul. ...
And the Lord God
caused a deep sleep to
fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and He took one
of his ribs, and closed
up the flesh instead
thereof: and the rib,
which the LORD God
had taken from man,
made He a woman, and
brought her unto the
man. And Adam said,
This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my
flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she
was taken out of man.”



These two: the man and
the woman, being one flesh
and one bone, were given
one name. God “called
their name Adam, in the
day when they were cre-
ated” (Genesis 5:2). With
this mere glimpse of God,
and of man whom He cre-
ated, let us pass on to the
study of a few of the titles
which God has given unto
Himself, which bear upon
both God’s revelation of
Himself to man, and also
His relationship with man.

We go back to the
opening verse in the Bible,
and to these words, “In the
beginning God.” The title
“God” is, in the original
language, “Elohim” plural.
Under this title He reveals
Himself as the great Crea-
tor. Under the same title,
He said, “Let Us make man
in Our image, after Our
likeness.” This reveals both
his plurality and His rela-
tionship to man.

God’s use of this plural
title is the foundation of the

scriptural teaching con-
cerning the Holy Trinity.
Even though, the term

“trinity” is not found in the
scriptures, it is many times
over revealed that the God
of creation is the triune

God. For instance, in Ephe-
sians 1:17, He reveals
Himself as the Father of
glory. In Romans 1:3-4, we
see “The Son of God with
power.” In Hebrews 9:14,
“The eternal Spirit” is re-
vealed. All three persons of
the Godhead were present
when Jesus was baptized
with water. We are told in
Matthew 3:16-17, that the
“Spirit of God” descended;
the Father’s voice was
heard, saying, “This is my
beloved Son.”

It should not be consid-
ered a strange thing that
God should eternally exist
in three persons: Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. It is
nothing more than three
divine persons in the one
God. It is a compound
unity, one made up of oth-
ers. Such a unity is quite
often found in the Holy
Scriptures. For instance, in
Genesis 2:24, one is made
up of two; the man and his
wife became “One flesh.”
So it is with the body of
Christ, in 1 Corinthians
12:27, we have the inspired
record, “Ye are the body of
Christ, and members in
particular.” The one “Body
of Christ” has many, many
individual members, but
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the body remains one or-
ganism, a compound unity.
The triune God oftentimes
reveals Himself to His own
in one person.

For instance, He once
addressed His chosen na-
tion, through His servant
Moses, saying, “Hear, O
Israel: The LORD our God
is one LORD: And thou
shalt love the LORD thy
God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might.” The
title “LORD” is, in the
original language, JEHO-
VAH. As God (Elohim) is
God the Creator of all
things; so the LORD
(Jehovah) is the same God
in covenant relationship
with the man whom He
created. All the covenants
of the Bible are between
“The LORD God” and
man; and they all climax
with the “New covenant”
in Christ’s blood. Over and
over, the LORD (Jehovah)
made Himself visible to
His people.

In Genesis chapter 17,
verses 1 to 8, God made
His appearance to Abra-
ham according to these
words:

“And when Abraham



was ninety years old
and nine, the LORD ap-
peared to Abram, and
said unto him, I am the
Almighty God; walk be-
fore me, and be thou
perfect. And | will make
my covenant between
me and thee; and will
multiply thee exceed-
ingly. And Abram fell on
his face: and God talked
with him saying, As for
me, behold, my covenant
is with thee, and thou
shalt be a father of
many nations. Neither
shall thy name any more
be called Abram, but thy
name shall be Abraham;
for a father of many na-
tions have I made thee.
And I will make thee
exceeding fruitful, and I
will make nations of
thee, and kings shall
come out of thee. And I
will establish my cove-
nant between me and
thee and thy seed after
thee in their generations
for an everlasting cove-
nant, to be a God unto
thee, and to thy seed
after thee. And 1 will
give unto thee, and to
thy seed after thee, the
land wherein thou art a
stranger, all the land of

Canaan, for an everlast-
ing possession; and 1
will be their God.”

This everlasting cove-
nant, which was first made
between God and Noah,
and the sons of Noah and
was confirmed unto Abra-
ham, is finally climaxed
with the “Everlasting
Covenant” of Hebrews
13:20, where we are told
that “The God of peace ...
brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that
great shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant.”
We need to remember that
all the covenants are be-
tween God and His people,
who are classified in vari-
ous families other than the
body of Christ. We have no
record of God ever entering
into covenant relationship
with the church, which is
His body.

As the covenant keep-
ing God, the LORD
(Jehovah) always worked
in behalf of His people. He
helped them over many
hard places and on many
different occasions, He
made Himself known unto
them as the Deliverer from

(Continued on page 4)

3

TIMELY MESSENGER

Published monthly by:

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
1450 Oak Hill Road
Fort Worth, TX 76112-3017
(817) 451-0937
Website:
www.gracebiblechurch-fw.com
Email: ghcfw@sbcglobal.net

Gregg Bing — Editor

Sent free to anyone upon
request. If you live in the
Fort Worth area, we
invite you to worship
with us.

Sunday Services:
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM  Morning Worship
6:00 PM Evening Worship

Mid-Week Services:
Tues. 10:00 AM Ladies Class
Wed. 7:00 PM Bible Study

ADDRESS CHANGED?

If so, please notify us at
the above address. Be sure
to include both your name,
your old address and your
new address. This will help
us keep our mailing list
current and thus reduce the
cost of postage.

Thanks for your help!



(Continued from page 3)
some enemy that was too
strong for them. This re-
minds us of the Lord’s un-
dertaking in behalf of
Joshua and the people of
Israel when they faced the
walled city of Jericho. The
story is written as follows:

“And it came to pass,
when Joshua was by
Jericho, that he lifted up
his eyes and looked,
and, behold, there stood
a man over against him
with his sword drawn in
his hand; and Joshua
went unto him, and said
unto him, Art thou for
us, or for our adversar-
ies? And he said, Nay;
but as captain of the
host of the Lord am I
now come. And Joshua
fell on his face to the
earth, and did worship,
and said unto him, What
saith my Lord unto his
servant? And the cap-
tain of the Lord’s host
said unto Joshua, Loose
thy shoe from off thy
foot;  for the place
whereon thou standest is
holy. And Joshua did so.
Now Jericho was
straitly shut up because
of the children of Israel;

none went out and none
came in. And the LORD
said unto Joshua, See, 1
have given into thine
hand Jericho, and the
king thereof, and the
mighty men of valour.
And ye shall compass
the city, all ye men of
war, and go round
about the city once.
Thus shalt thou do six
days. And seven priests
shall bear before the ark
seven trumpets of rams’
horns: and the seventh
day ye shall compass
the city seven times, and
the priests shall blow
with the trumpets. And it
shall come to pass, that
when they make a long
blast with the ram’s
horn, and when ye hear
the sound of the trum-
pet, all the people shall
shout with a great
shout; and the wall of
the city shall fall down
flat, and the people shall
ascend up every man
straight before
him.” (Joshua 5:13-15
and 6:1-5)

This same LORD ap-
peared to Moses “in a
flame of fire out of the
midst of a bush,” and said,
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“I have surely seen the
affliction of My People
which are in Egypt ...
and I am come down to
deliver them out of the
hand of the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out
of that land unto a good
land and a large land,
unto a land flowing with
milk and honey ... Come
thou therefore, and 1
will send thee unto
Pharaoh that thou may-
est bring forth My Peo-
ple, the children of Is-
rael out of Egypt ... Cer-
tainly I will be with
thee. ... And Moses said
unto God, Behold, when
I come unto the children
of Israel, and shall say
unto them, the God of
your fathers hath sent
me unto you, and they
shall say unto me, what
is his name? What shall
I say unto them? And
God said unto Moses, [
AM THAT I AM: and He
said, thus shall thou say
unto the children of Is-
rael, I AM hath sent me
unto you. ... The LORD
God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, hath sent
me unto you, this is my



name forever, and this is
my memorial unto all
generations”  (Exodus
3:2-15).

Christ, The I Am

Certainly the LORD
(Jehovah) here manifested
Himself to Moses as the
LORD God of the fathers,
and at the same time re-
vealed Himself as the “I
AM.” 1t is highly signifi-
cant that Christ also re-
ferred to Himself as the “I
AM.” Indeed, in John’s
gospel account alone,
Christ is set forth seven
different times as the I
AM?” of the Scriptures:

e “I AM the bread of
life”” (John 6:35)

e “I AM the light of the
world” (John 8:12)

e “I AM the door” (John
10:9)

e “I AM the good shep-
herd” (John 10:11)

e “I AM the resurrection
and the life” (John
11:25)

e “ AM the way, the
truth, and the life” (John
14:6)

e “I AM the true
vine” (John 15:1 & 5)

Christ, The Creator

The eternal triune God
(Elohim) is the Creator, yet
we are told that He created
all things as the Word. This
truth is brought out in the
gospel according to John
chapter 1, verses 1-3 and
14:

“In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the
Word was God. The
same was in the begin-
ning with God. All
things were made by
Him; and without Him
was not anything made
that was made. And the
Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Fa-
ther), full of grace and
truth.”

Certainly the “Word”
was God, the Creator of all
things, and we are positive
that this One also was
“Made flesh and dwelt
among us.” This could be
none other than God
(Elohim) working as the
“One LORD” the eternal
Son. In like manner, He is
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set forth in Colossians
1:15-19, as the One “Who
is the image of the invisi-
ble God, the firstborn of
every creature” and as the
One by Whom all things
were created, even all
things

“That are in heaven,
and that are in earth,
visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones
or dominions, or princi-
palities, or powers: all
things were created by
Him, and for Him: and
He is before all things,
and by Him all things
consist. And He is the
head of the body, the
church: Who is the be-
ginning, the first born
from the dead; that in
all things He might have
the preeminence. For it
pleased the Father that
in Him should all ful-
ness dwell.”

In this last quotation,
God, the Creator of all
things, became the Head of
an entirely new creation,
which is described as “the
body, the church.” To this
company of saints, God is
described in Ephesians 1:3-
12 as:



“The God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who hath blessed us
with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places
in Christ: according as
He hath chosen us in
Him before the founda-
tion of the world, that
we should be holy and
without blame before
Him in love: having pre-
destinated us unto the
adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good
pleasure of His will, to
the praise of the glory of
His grace, wherein He
hath made us accepted
in the beloved. In Whom
we have redemption
through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, ac-
cording to the riches of
His grace; wherein He
hath abounded unto us
in all wisdom and pru-
dence; having made
known unto us the mys-
tery of His will, accord-
ing to His good pleas-
ure, which He hath pur-
posed in Himself: that in
the dispensation of the
fulness of the times He
might gather together in
one all things in Christ,
both  which are in

heaven, and which are
on earth; even in Him;
in Whom also we have
obtained an inheritance,
being predestinated ac-
cording to the purpose
of Him Who worketh all
things after the counsel
of His own will: that we
should be to the praise
of His glory, who first
trusted in Christ.”

A Word of Warning

“Beware lest any man
spoil you through phi-
losophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of
men, after the rudiments
of the world, and not
after Christ. For in Him
dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bod-
ily.” (Colossians 2:8-9)

The risen Christ, in
Whom “The fulness of the
Godhead” dwelleth, is our

“All in all.”
We have been
“Chosen” in Him. God

hath “Predestinated us unto
the adoption of children”
by Him. We have
“redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the
riches of His grace.” In
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Him “We have obtained an
inheritance.” In Him we
are “Sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise, which is
the earnest of our inheri-
tance until the redemption
of the purchased posses-
sion, unto the praise of His
glory.” We have been
“Quickened” together with
Him. We have been
“Raised up together” with
Him. We are now made to
“Sit together in heavenly
places” in Him. Soon we
shall be glorified with Him:
for “We look for the Sav-
iour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Who shall change our vile
body that it may be fash-
ioned like unto His glori-
ous body, according to the
working whereby He is
able even to subdue all
things unto Him-
self” (Philippians 3:20-21).
Hallelujah! What a Sav-
iour!

For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though He was
rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, that ye
through His poverty
might be rich.




Bclovcd, let us love
one another: forlove is
of (God; and every one

that loveth is born of

Gocl, and knoweth

Gocl. Hc that loveth
not knoweth not Gocl;
for (God is love. |n this
was manifested the love
of Gocl toward us,
because that God sent
his only bcgottcn Son
into the world, that we
might live through him.
[Herein is love, not that
we loved Gocl, but that
he loved us, and sent
his Son to be the

Propitiation for our

sins. Bclovcd, if God
so loved us, we ought
also to love one
another. No man hath
seen (God at any time.
l)c we love one anotl-\cr,

God dwelleth in us,

and his love is

Pcrfcctccl in us.

—1 John4:7-12

Annual Bible Conference
March 17-19, 2006

This year’s Annual Bi-
ble Conference at Grace
Bible Church will be
March 17-19. The theme
will be:

“The Ministry of the
Holy Spirit.”

There will be services
Friday and Saturday nights
at 7:00 and 8:30 P.M. with
a time of refreshment in
between. There will be ser-
vices on Sunday morning
at 10:00 and 11:00 A.M.,
and the conference will end
on Sunday night with a ser-
vice at 7:00 P.M. followed
by a light meal in the fel-
lowship hall.

Make your plans now
to be with us in each of
these services as we wor-
ship the Lord and study
His Word together.
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Family Bible Camp
July 3-7, 2006

The dates for this
year’s Family Bible Camp
have been set for July 3-7.
While the dates are about
the same as last year, the
location this year will be
different. We will be going
back to a campground we
used many years ago,
Camp Arrowhead near
Glenrose, Texas.

Camp Arrowhead is a
beautiful campground right
on the Brazos River. It has
added many new facilities
since we were there and
made some nice improve-
ments. They have a nice
motel for our adults to stay
in and plenty of dorm
space for our children and
young people.

We are excited about
this change, as we will be
able to have the entire
campground to ourselves.



BIBLE STUDY BOOKS

The following Bible study
materials are available free
of charge for your personal
use or for use in teaching a
Bible class.

by Charles Wages

o Written for Our Learning

« Stepping Stones to Truth

« Past Pentecost to Paul

« Points to Ponder

o The Ages

 Saved by Grace

* Ministry of the Church

o The Perfect Will of God

e Once in a Lifetime

« Fellowship in Christ

« Hidden in God

 Thoughts on Vision

o Spiritual Fitness

o What Saith the Scripture
(Set of 6 Diff. Tracts)

by Mrs. Charles Wages

e Seasons

« Spiritual Thoughts for
Young Minds

¢ A Man Named Paul

« Studies for Women

by R.B. Shiflet

« Informal Study: Philippians
e Informal Study: Ephesians
Personal Meditations on
Paul's Post-Acts Ministry
Giving Under Grace
Ultradispensationalism
The Lord's Supper

by Ike T. Sidebottom

» The Book of Acts

e Through the Bible
Dispensationally

« Prophetic Gleanings from
Daniel and Revelation

 Saved, Settled and Sure

« Fellowship of the Mystery

by Gregg Bing

* Keys to the Word :
Understanding the Bible

« That | May Know Him

» Making Good Choices

 For God So Loved the
World

e ltis Finished!

 Conformed to the Image of
His Son

 The End of the World

e Assurance : Can We Know
that We are Saved?

by John D. LaVier

* Yokefellows : Paul and His
Companions

 Sure Words of Prophecy

e The Lord has Spoken

o Why is Heaven Silent?
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