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THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST

By Gregg Bing

I I ow would you feel if

you knew when you
would die? And you knew
for your whole life. You
even knew how you would
die—a slow painful death

at the hands of cruel men.

And you knew that you
would have to face it all
alone—forsaken by all
those you held dear in life
How would you feel? This
is what Jesus Christ exper
enced in His life on this
earth. This was the
“passion” of the Christ.
The word “passion” is

used in the King James$

version of Acts 1:3: “To

D

whom also He shewed

Himself alive after His pas-
sion by many infallible
proofs.” It comes from the
Greek word “pascho”
which means “to be af-
fected, to feel, have a sen
sible experience, to un;
dergo” Strong’s Enhanced
Lexicon). In the Greek, the
word can be used in a goo
sense, but in the New Tes
tament it is almost alwayg
used in a bad sense, ¢
one’s sufferings, in particu-
lar the sufferings of Christ
(cf. Matt. 16:21, Acts 3:18,
1 Pet. 3:18). The “passion’
of the Christ speaks of thg

sufferings that Jesus ext

perienced in His life on

earth, especially the suffer-
ings connected with His
death on Calvary. How did
these sufferings affect Je-
sus’ life? How did He feel?
The recent movie by
Mel Gibson, “The Passion
of the Christ,” seeks to al-
low viewers a more vivid
look at what Jesus’ suffer-
ings were like. There are
several problems with a
movie such as this. For in-
stance, there are several
scenes in the movie that
have no Scriptural basis.
They are, instead, based on
extra-Biblical material or
are inserted under the guise
of “artistic license.” An-
other problem is that the
filmmaker’s own religious
slant is often evident. In
Gibson’s case, there are
many things in the movie
that reflect his Catholic be-
liefs, especially the great
emphasis put upon Jesus’
mother, Mary. Finally, in
the case of this movie,
there is a great deal of

f graphic violence included.

While it may have been an
accurate portrayal of the
physical sufferings Jesus
went through, it tends to
downplay the fact that not
all of Jesus’ sufferings
were physical in nature.



Physical Sufferings

There is no questiorn
that Jesus suffered extrem
levels of pain and physical
suffering. The Romans
were very cruel in their
treatment of others. Cruci
fixion, the form of capital

punishment used by the

Romans, was a most horr
ble way to die. It was 34
slow, excruciating death

that lasted as long as ning

days in some caseslie
New Unger's Bible Dic-
tionary, page 265). It was|

considered a curse by the

Jews (Deut. 21:23).
Jesus suffered in man)
different ways physically.

He was exhausted from
lack of sleep, being awake

all night prior to His cruci-
fixion. He was scourged
with a whip which left

many stripes on His back

(Matt. 27:25 with 1 Pet.
2:24). He had a crown o
thorns pushed down upo
His head (Matt. 27:29). Hq

was beaten on the head

with a reed (rod) (Matt.
27:30). He was forced tg
carry His own cross
through the streets of Jery
salem (John 19:17) unti

He was unable to continu¢

and had to be relieved b
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€ nailed to the cross (Psalm

Simon of Cyrene (Matt.
27:32). His hands and feqt
were pierced as He wa

22:16, John 20:25). He
hung on the cross for over
six hours (Mark 15:25 with
Luke 23:44).

As terrible as all this
was, the passion of th¢
Christ involved more.

Social Sufferings

Crucifixion was a hu-
miliating experience. It was
a punishment reserved for
the vilest of criminals, for
men such as the twg
thieves who were crucified
with Jesus. Yet, Jesu
Christ, the sinless Son of
God, was “numbered
among the transgrest
sors” (Mark 15:27-28).

Crucifixion was also a
public spectacle. Jesus was
paraded through the streets
of Jerusalem to a place ouf-
side the city gates, strippe¢l
of His garments, and hung
in open shame upon th
cross (John 19:23).

For Jesus, the humilia
tion was made worse by
the insults and taunts of th
Jewish leaders, the Roman
soldiers, the two thieveg
crucified with Him, even
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the people who just passed
by the place of crucifixion
(Matt. 27:39-44).

This would have been a
humiliating experience for
any man, but how much
more for the Son of God.
Yet, even this shame was
not the full extent of Jesus’
sufferings.

Emotional Sufferings

Though Jesus Christ is
very God Himself, He
“became flesh” and lived
on this earth as a Man. The
sufferings He went through
were emotionally draining
on Him, personally. The
prophet Isaiah spoke of the
emotional nature of
Christ’s sufferings.

“He is despised and re-
jected by men, a Man of
sorrows and acquainted
with grief. And we hid,

as it were, our faces
from Him; He was de-

spised, and we did not
esteem Him.” (lsa.

53:3)

The Lord Jesus Christ
‘came unto His own and
His own did not receive
Him” (John 1:11). His own
nation, Israel, rejected



Him, but so did the Gen-
tiles, who were also His
own, for He created them
Those whom He loved sc
much, despised and re
jected Him, and all without
a cause (John 15:25). Pec
ple hid their faces from
Him; they looked at Him
with utter contempt, count-
ing Him as nothing. No
doubt, such hatred and rg
jection brought great sor
row and grief to the Lord
Jesus personally, especial
knowing that by rejecting
Him they brought spiritual
judgment upon themselves

Think how painful it
must have been for Jesy

when Judas, one of the¢ This camp is for all ages

twelve, betrayed Him into

the hands of the Jewish preschoolers (ages 0-5

leaders. When Judas le
the arresting party into
Gethsemane, you can a

most hear the pain in Jesu$’ college age), and adults.
Children under 9 years of

words to him: “Friend, why
have you come?”
The

one to betray Him, after

Jesus was arrested in th
garden, all of them
“forsook Him and

fled” (Matt. 26:56).
Later, during Jesus’

(Continued on page 6)
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twelve apostleq or guardian.
were Jesus’ closest friends.
While Judas was the only The theme this year is: “Td

e

July 5-9, 2004

Family Bible Camp

Our Family Bible Camp
will be held at North Texas
Baptist Conference Cente
(Camp Copass) in Denton
Texas on July 5-9, 2004.

with separate classes fg

pre-juniors (ages 6-8), jun
iors (ages 9-12), yound
people (ages 13 throug

age must stay with a parer

Know the Love of Christ.”
See the registration an
information form included
in this issue for more infor-
mation. Deadline for turn-
ing in registration forms is
Sunday, June 20, 2004.
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THE HOPE OF OUR CALLING

By Jim Roberts

he Apostle Paul wrote to Titus

whom God had called as a pastot
over the Church which is the Body of
Christ. In Chapter 2 Paul said:

“For the grace of God that brings sal-
vation has appeared to all men, teach-
ing us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present
age, looking for the blessed hope and
glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem
us from every lawless deed and purify
for Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works. Speak these
things, exhort, and rebuke with all au-
thority. Let no one despise
you.” (Titus 2:11-15)

Paul was reminding Titus that the
hope of Abraham had passed away. N
longer were believers to look for the
heavenly city of God to come down to the

earth (Hebrews 11:16), but believers were

to rejoice in the hope of their calling,
namely, the glorious appearing of Jesu
Christ. Paul taught the believers at Co
losse that:

“When Christ who is our life appears,
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then you also will appear with Him in
glory.” (Colossians 3:4)

Paul explained to Titus that all believ-
ers today share this same hope for the
grace of God has now appeared to all
men. However, Paul knew that this mes-
sage had to be taught with zeal for it was
a new message. The program for the
Church had been kept as a secret in the
heart and mind of God since before the
creation itself. Therefore, Paul told Titus
to “speak these things, exhort, and rebuke
with all authority.” Paul told the Ephe-
sians about this great hope and was very
concerned that they understand the im-
portance of the message. He prayed:

“That the God of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Father of glory, may give

to you the spirit of wisdom and revela-
tion in the knowledge of Him, the eyes
of your understanding being enlight-
ened; that you may know what is the
hope of His calling, what are the

riches of the glory of His inheritance

in the saints.” (Ephesians 1:17-18)

In Ephesians 1:14, Paul referred to
the catching up of the Church, the Body
of Christ, as the redemption of Christ's
purchased possession.



“In Him you also trusted, after you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the
Holy Spirit of promise, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased posses-
sion, to the praise of His
glory.” (Ephesians 1:13-14)

According to Ephesians 1.7, we al-
ready have spiritual redemption through
His blood, but we are waiting for the re-
demption of our bodies which will occur

at the appearing of the Lord and the rapt

ture of the Church.

“For our citizenship is in heaven,
from which we also eagerly wait for
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
will transform our lowly body that it
may be conformed to His glorious
body, according to the working by
which He is able even to subdue all
things to Himself.” (Philippians 3:20-
21)

The Church which is the Body of
Christ is the purchased possession whic
is now waiting for its final redemption.
In the mean time, we live on this earth
learning how to live soberly, righteously,
and godly in the present age, all to the
praise of the glory of His grace.

“An Informal Survey of the New Tes-
tament” by R.B. Shiflet will be
continued next month.

MY NEED

I thought T needed many things
Along life’s toilsome way,
When days were long and heavy cares
Left scarcely time to pray.

I thought T needed many things
For those T held most dear,
When they were sad and longed for rest
Or change of portion here.

When it was Thee, T needed Lord,
To satisfy my heart,
To fill my days with rest and peace,
And every grace impart.

And those T loved but needed Thee,
Not change of scene or place,
But faith just now, through sun or shade
Thy loving hand to trace.

Just Thee alone, My blessed Lord,
For every time and place;
Just Thee alone — until we all
Shall see Thee face to face.

— Grace E. Troy

But my Gocj shall
supplg all your need

accorcjing to [is riches in
glorg bg (hrist_Jesus.
(Fhilippians 4:19)



(Continued from page 3)
interrogation by Caiaphas
Peter, who was waiting
outside in the courtyard
denied Jesus three time
saying, “I do not know the
Man” (Matt. 26:74). This
was the same Peter wh
earlier had vowed, “Even fif
| have to die with You, |
will not deny You!” (Matt.
26:35). Think of the pain
Jesus must have felt whe
the cock crowed and Hg
turned to look at Pete
(Luke 22:61).

The emotional suffer-
ing were part of what
“troubled” Jesus’ soul
(John 12:27). Still, as pain
ful as it was for Jesus to b
rejected by men and for
saken by those closest t
Him, it could not begin to
compare with what He ex:
perienced His last threg
hours on the cross.

Spiritual Sufferings

The final three hourg
Jesus hung on the crog
were shrouded by a dark
ness over all the land. Wh3g
did this darkness signify?
Some feel that it indicatec
that Satan, the “power o
darkness,” was at work
More likely, the darknesg

pictured God’'s judgme

Jesus hung there on th
cross, Iin particular for
those last three hours, H
“bore our sins in His own
body on the tree” (1 Pet
2:24). This One who
“knew no sin” was “made
sin for us that we might be
made the righteousness (
God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).
Peter described it this way:
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“For Christ also suf-

fered once for sins, the
just for the unjust, that
He might bring us to
God, being put to death
in the flesh but made
alive by the Spirit.” (1

Pet. 3:18)

D

Christ “suffered” for
our sins. This was the ulti
> mate passion of thg

Christ—the pain, the feel-
ings He experienced whilg
bearing the sins of theg
world on that cross. Jus
think how this holy and
s righteous person, the ver
- God of glory, would be af-
t fected by even one sin
much less the sins of thg
whole world (1 John 2:2).
For on that cross, for thos
three terrible hours, ou
sins became His. When H

n
upon sins—our sins! Whil%

died, the Lord Jesus Christ
paid in full the debt that we
t owed (Rom. 6:23). Not just
physical death, though that
e was required: “for without
shedding of blood there is
no remission” (forgiveness
of sins) (Heb. 9:22); Jesus
also experienced spiritual
death for us as well, being
f separated from His Father
in heaven.
About the ninth hour,
Jesus cried out with a loud
voice saying,

“My God, My God, why
have You forsaken
Me?” (Matt. 27:46)

The depth of Jesus’ an-
guish during this time is
seen in the question He
asked: “Why?” Why had
the Father completely and
utterly forsaken His Son on
that cross? The answer is
found in the 22nd Psalm.

t  “My God, My God, why

have You forsaken Me?
Why are You so far from
helping Me, and from
the words of My groan-
ing? O My God, | cry in

the daytime, but You do
not hear; and in the

night season, and am
not silent. But You are

v
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holy, enthroned in the
praises of Israel. Our
fathers trusted in You;
they trusted, and You
delivered them. They
cried to You, and were
delivered; they trusted
in You, and were not
ashamed. But | am a
worm, and no man; A
reproach of men, and
despised by the peo-
ple.” (Psalm 22:1-6)

What a vivid picture
this passage gives us (¢
Jesus’ death on the cros
and His spiritual sufferings,
Earlier on the cross, Jesu
had called Him “Father,”
but here His anguished cr
was to “My God, My
God,” asking, “Why have
You forsaken Me?” “Why
are you so far from helping
Me?” Why do | “cry out in
the daytime, but You dg
not hear?” The answer t(
these piercing questions i
twofold. Verse three of
Psalm 22 declares of Gog
“But You are holy.” A holy
and righteous God simply
cannot look upon sin (Hab
1:13). Then in verse six 0

Psalm 22, Christ says of

Himself, “But | am a worm
and no man.” Why would
He describe Himself this

way? Because bearing oy
sins on the cross, this i
what He was to a holy
God: a worm and no man
one that God must turn
away from.

How can we even begir
to understand the depth ¢
Christ’'s  spiritual suffer-
ings? As | thought abou
Mel Gibson’s focus on the
violent death and physical
sufferings that Christ ex-

der why Jesus had to suffe
f such a cruel and painfu
s death physically. If Jesus

spiritual  sufferings—His
s separation from God fof
our sins—caused Him thg
greatest pain, then why di

y

of such excruciating physi-
cal pain and public hu-
miliation?

As human beings we
are constrained by the fi
nite world we live in. We
are limited in our knowl-
edge and understanding ¢
an infinite God. We could
never completely under;
stand the reasons for th
cross. We can't truly feel

~

Christ experienced bein

can't fully understand th
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perienced, | began to wont
;

He have to endure a deaTh

separated from His Fathef
because of our sins. We Jesus’ excruciating physi-

r abomination that sin is to a
holy and righteous God or
the terrible curse and judg-
ment that sin brings. We
can't fathom the depth of
Christ’'s love that would

lead Him to make such a
sacrifice for wus, “even
while we were still sin-

ners” (Rom. 5:8).

The physical pain, the
social humiliation, and the
emotional pain that Christ
suffered puts Christ's pas-
sion in terms we can more
easily understand.

We can identify with
Jesus’ humiliation and
shame, for we know what it
means to suffer shame. As
we think of the shame Je-
sus experienced while
hanging on that cursed
cross, it helps us under-
stand the shame of sin.

We can identify with
Jesus’ rejection by men,
being despised and counted
as nothing, for we have ex-
f perienced rejection and ha-

tred from people at times in
our own lives. This helps

e us, at least a little, to under-

stand what Jesus experi-

the agony the Lord Jesus enced when He was re-

jected by His own Father.
We can identify with

cal pain. We can imagine



the pain of the whip, th
crown of thorns, and th
nails, for we have experi
enced physical pain our
selves. Maybe the intens
level of Jesus’ physica
pain makes it possible fo
us to better understand t
terrible spiritual pain Jesu
experienced for us on th
cross. If this is the casq,
maybe there is some justifi
cation for the level of vio-
lence depicted in Mel Gib-
son’s movie.

But, do we really need
such a movie to understan
the passion of the Christ
To grasp the meaning of

t

“For the message of the
cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing,
but to us who are being
saved it is the power of
God.” (1 Cor. 1:18)

The “message of thq
cross” is literally the “word
of the cross.” The passiol
of the Christ, the meaning
of the cross is found in
God’'s Word. It pleased
God to convey the truth o
the cross through thg
preaching of His Word (1

d Cor. 1:21). It is in God’s
P Word that we find the gos{

pel of Jesus Christ: “Thaf

the cross? To present the Christ died for our sins ac

gospel of Jesus Christ? Ng
God has chosen anothe
way, a better way to con
vey this truth.

, cording to the Scriptures

rand that He was buried

and that He rose again th
third day according to thg

L

Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4).
It is in God’s Word that we
find how we can be saved
from our sins: “Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ and
you will be saved” (Acts
16:31). The Word is the
power of God unto salva-
tion to all who will simply
believe (Rom. 1:16).

What about you? Hav-
ing heard the Word of the
cross, will you believe and
be saved? You don't have
to see the movie to under-
stand the passion of the
Christ. The message is
there in God’'s precious
Word. You can simply re-
spond in faith to the Word
(Eph. 2:8-9) and experi-
ence the joy of salvation;

e the peace of knowing Jesus

Christ as Savior and Lord.
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